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by an astonishingly large number of misprints. Some additional information
is to be found in the Surat Commercial Diary and Consultations.
The Gombroon Diary and the letters contained in Volume XV throw much
light upon the relations of the Company with the Persian Government, the
naval policy of Nadir Shah, and the course of events in the Persian Gulf,
as well as happenings at Isfahan, Kirman, Shiraz and Basra, where the
Company had representatives. There are, for example, most graphic descrip-
tions of the Persian attempts to capture Basra in 1735 and 1743, and much
valuable data respecting the relations between the Persian Government and
the Gulf Arabs, the campaigns in 'Oman and Nadir's great bid to establish
Persian naval supremacy in the Gulf. These records make at times pathetic
reading; the staff often had to undergo severe hardships, and to run terrible
risks. A number lost their lives from illness and one employee was murdered
during a disturbance.
Although these records contain so much that is of value in respect to affairs
that came within the orbit of the Company's representatives, they have,
nevertheless, to be used with some caution when they deal with events in
other parts of Persia or Turkey.
There is doubtless a vast amount to be gleaned from the archives of the
Dutch East India Company; I much regret that I have been unable to examine
these Dutch records.
Ill   JAMES FRASER, OF REELIG.
W. Irvine, in his brief article entitled Some Notes on James Fraser,1 describes
Eraser's Nadir Shah2 as " a first-hand contribution to the history of the period,
important not only by reason of its early date, but because of the number of
original documents it has preserved, documents not to be found elsewhere/'
The only word to which one might take some exception in the above passage
is " first-hand/' because Fraser was never in Persia, and, although he was
in India during Nadir's invasion of that country, he did not come into personal
contact with the conqueror.
So far as can be ascertained, Fraser was employed as a Writer in the Surat,
Cambay and Ahmadabad factories of the East India Company from 1730
to 1740.3
Fraser states, in his preface (page iv), that during the last three years of his
(first) stay in India (i.e., from 1737 to 1740), he " held a Correspondence with
*LR.A.S., 1899, pp. 214-220.
*It appears, from the Gentleman's Magazine for January, 1742 (p. 56), that the first edition
appeared in that month; the price was 43. The second edition was published in March,
1742.
1 Dictionary of National Biography. I have been unable to discover, in the Surat records, any
reference either to Fraser's arrival there in 1730 or to his departure ten years later (he re-
turned to England in 1740 in order to arrange for the publication of his book); it is known,
however, that he was at Surat during much of that period. He did not become a member
of the Council of Surat until after his return there in October, 1743 ; his appointment thereto
is mentioned in a letter from Surat to London dated the sist October of that year (see the
India Office Volume iB entitled Bombay Letters Received—2o/A January, 1735-8^ April,
1758). He returned from India in 1750 or 1751, and resided at Reelig, Inverness-shire,
of which place he became laird on his father's death; he died in 1754,

